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Galway Educate Together National School Reconstitution Policy

Introduction

This document sets out the policy of Galway Educate Together National School for the
reconstitution of double stream classes annually. Double stream classes consist of two classes
of the same year grouping, e.g. two 4th classes. The Reconstitution Policy was created as a
response to the consistent growth of the school which necessitated the introduction of double-
streaming.

The policy was developed in consultation with the staff, parents and pupils of Galway Educate
Together National School.

Aims and Obijectives

e To provide a framework for the reconstitution of classes
e To outline the criteria on which children are selected to be placed in class groups
e To outline the reconstitution process

Rationale for reconstituting the classes each year

e To help the children develop self-esteem, resilience and the confidence to deal with the
complexities of social relationships. The children will learn to recognise their own
strengths, how to behave as a good friend and how to form positive relationships.

e Give the children the opportunity over the years to meet and get to know a wide range of
children of similar age from the class group. The process of forming new friendships is a
life skill which is important to develop and links into the SPHE programme.



e To ensure that each child has the experience of being in class with a wider number of
their peers.
To offer alternatives to tensions where difficult relationships develop.
We are a school that welcomes new children throughout the eight years of primary
schooling. Hence, we need a system that offers flexibility and adapts to changes.
e To ensure there is the correct pupil teacher ratio as the number of pupils in a class group
may change during the school year.
Provides a necessary mechanism to ensure gender balance in the school.
To ensure a balance of personalities, strengths, needs and energies in classes.
To balance support required by classes in terms of additional needs.
To allow for movement and access to SNAs, if and where needed.
To facilitate a positive learning environment for children in order to maximize learning.
To build a sense of school community and connections.
Provide good preparation for secondary school, as it helps the children to get used to
change within a safe environment, and with the support of friends.

Framework for Reconstituting Classes

Student Voice

e |In May a list of the names of all the pupils in the year group (in alphabetical order) is sent
home with the child.

e Children, in consultation with a parent/guardian, are requested to select, in no order of
preference, a minimum of three and a maximum of six names of children they would be
happy to be in the same class with the following year. This document should not be
returned containing names of children they do not wish to be in the class with.

e The Class team (teachers and SNAs) work together to place children in a class with at
least one child of their choice while taking into account the above criteria.

Reconstitution

e Class teachers will convene to reconstitute the classes in late May/early June. The
criteria they will use in this process will include the children’s suggestions and
consideration will be given to what was outlined in the rationale.

Announcement of new class

e The children find out their new class for the following September early in June during
school time.

e Children will get several opportunities to meet up with their new class and teacher in
June so that they can get to know each other before reconstituting the following
September.



Rationale behind this process

During the consultation process in the formation of this policy a meeting was convened
of pupil representatives from 2nd Class to 6th Class. This group aired many of the
concerns voiced by children in their respective classes with the regard to the
reconstitution process. They had some good solutions. These solutions are now being
considered as part of the Reconstitution Process:

e The children are given a list of all the children in the class group in alphabetical
order. This is to try to minimize the pressure of having to choose people and
possibly leaving someone out.

e Language matters: Children are not asked to “pick friends” but to “put a tick
beside the names of children they would be happy to be in a class with”. This
takes the pressure off having to choose between friends.

e The children can pick up to six names which allows for children to consider many
people and it lessens the feeling of leaving someone out.

e The children are informed of their new class group early in June to give them an
opportunity to get used to each other before the summer holidays. This will be
facilitated by both groups coming together regularly during the month of June
(e.g. school tour, sports day, One World Week) and two get togethers of the
reconstituted groups on their own. In total there will be two opportunities with
their reconstituted classes and four opportunities with the whole class year
together.

Implementation/Ratification and Review

This policy will be in operation for the school year 2022/2023. The Board of Management will
monitor the implementation of all aspects of this policy and review it regularly in consultation
with staff, pupils and parents.

This policy was adopted by the Board of Management on: 25.05.2023

Signed on behalf of the Board of Management
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