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Introduction and Rationale 

The purpose of this Mobile Phone and Digital Device Policy is to ensure that all digital 
devices used in GETNS, whether school-owned or personally owned, are used in ways 
that are safe, respectful, legal, and that enhance learning. This policy aims to protect 
students, staff, and the school, while promoting good digital citizenship. This policy 
was written in consultation with staff and parents, and approved by the Board of 
Management of GETNS. It provides clear guidance on the use of mobile phones and 
digital devices to protect teaching and learning, ensure safety, and uphold the school 
ethos. 

Galway Educate Together National School (GETNS) acknowledges the usefulness and 
practicality of mobile phones and electronic devices, recognising their potential as an 
educational resource for staff. Many features on such devices (camera, calendar, 
calculator, voice recorder, stopwatch, video recording, mindfulness apps) are valuable 
tools for teaching and learning. 

However, unsupervised use of mobile phones and personal devices by students 
presents challenges: 

●​ Potential for bullying, harassment, or nuisance messaging 
●​ Use of phones/smart watches with integrated cameras could lead to child 

protection and data protection issues with regard to inappropriate capture, use 
or distribution of images, sound and videos 

●​ Mobile phones/Devices can be valuable items and might render a pupil 
vulnerable to theft.   

●​ The above issues also pertain to ipads, tablets, portable gaming devices, smart 
watches and other electronic devices. They can be very intrusive, distracting 
and anti-social in a school environment. 

 

Aim 

●​ Prohibit unsupervised student use of mobile phones and personal devices on 
school premises. 

●​ Regulate their use during school activities, tours, and extra-curricular events. 
●​ Create a safer school environment and minimise distractions to teaching and 

learning. 

 

Relationship to School Ethos 

The unauthorised and unsupervised use of mobile phones or other digital devices by 
children contravenes the school’s duty to provide a safe, respectful, and secure 
learning environment. Such use is not conducive to effective learning and 
undermines the school’s mission and ethos of mutual respect and equality. 
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Scope 

This policy applies to all pupils enrolled in GETNS, during: 

●​ The school day (including before and after class if on school grounds) 
●​ Extra-curricular activities organised by the school 
●​ School trips, tours, and outings 

 

School Procedures 

Student Devices: Pupils are not permitted to use mobile phones, smart watches or 
personal devices during the school day. 

Medical needs: Pupils who need to use a phone or personal device for medical needs 
during the school day should inform the school in writing (Appendix A). 

Bringing Devices to School/on outings: Pupils should not bring mobile phones, 
smart watches or devices to school. If a device must be brought (exceptional 
circumstances), it must be powered off and stored securely in the pupil’s bag for the 
full school day. Parents must inform the class teacher in writing (see Appendix A) if 
their child will bring a mobile phone, smartwatch or personal device to school. Devices 
must also carry some form of identification. 

School Wifi / Social Media: Pupils may not use the school Wi-Fi or access social 
media apps during the school day. 

Communication with Home: If a pupil needs to contact a parent/guardian during 
school hours, they must do so via the school office. Similarly, parents should use the 
school office as the first point of contact in emergencies. 

Staff Devices: Teachers and SNAs may use mobile phones or devices for teaching, 
administration, and support, in line with professional standards and safeguarding 
requirements. 

 

Sanctions 

●​ Any pupil found using a phone or device in school without permission will have 
it confiscated. The device will only be returned to a parent/guardian. 

●​ The school is not liable for lost, stolen, or damaged phones or devices. 
●​ Using a phone or device to take photographs, record video or audio, or 

send/share inappropriate messages will be regarded as serious misbehaviour. 
●​ Breaches of this policy will be treated as breaches of the Code of Behaviour, Bí 

Cineálta Policy, and Acceptable Use Policy (AUP). 
●​ Where incidents involve harassment, intimidation, or criminal behaviour, the 

Gardaí may be informed. 
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Ratification 

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management and will be reviewed annually. 
 
 
 

Signature:              Date: 02/10/2025 
Chairperson: Charlotte Sandberg 
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