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OUR VISION AND MISSION

LEARN TOGETHER
10 LIVE TOGETHER

TO PROMOTE A PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION IN WHICH NO
CHILD IS CONSIDERED AN OUTSIDER; WHICH PROMOTES THE
FULLEST DEVELOPMENT OF ABILITY IRRESPECTIVE OF
GENDER,CLASS OR STEROTYPE; AND WHICH ENCAPSULATES
THIS ETHOS IN A DEMOCRATIC PARTNERSHIP UNIQUELY
COMBINING THE INVOLVEMENT OF PARENTS WITH THE
PROFESSIONAL ROLE OF THE TEACHERS.
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éf i : Educate PATR O N AG E:
i EDUCATE TOGETHER

Educate Together Information for Parents

https://www.educatetogether.ie/schools/parents/ For over 40 years, Educate Together has been
working to establish inspirational schools for
children and young people in Ireland. The
movement has its roots in the Dalkey School

Project, a pioneering national school which was
THE 4 PRINGIPALS OF EDUCATE TOGETHER established in 1978.

e An Overview for Parents

e What is an Educate Together national school?
e Educate Together Charter
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https://www.educatetogether.ie/schools/parents/

EDUCATE TOGETHER

Educate Together operates a national network of 96
primary schools and 21 second-level schools in Ireland,
catering to over 37,000 students. The growth in the
Educate Together school network continues to be driven
by parental demand and the Educate Together national
office supports the rights of families to access the
education they want for their children.

https://www.educatetogether.ie/about/overview/
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HISTORY OF EDUCATE TOGETHER

e Dalkey School Project opened in 1978 as
Ireland's first Multi-denominational
National School

e Galway School Project, now GETNS
opened in 1994

e 2001 GETNS school built

e 2011 - First Extension

e 2018 - Second Extension



https://www.educatetogether.ie/parents/schools/
https://www.educatetogether.ie/parents/schools/
https://www.educatetogether.ie/parents/schools/
https://www.educatetogether.ie/parents/schools/

FROM HUMBLE BEGININGS

FIRST DAY OF GALWAY EDUCATE TOGETHER N.S. - SEPTEMBER 1994
THEN KNOWN AS THE GALWAY SCHOOL PROJECT
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C_alhennn Maher, Principal, pictured with pupils on their first day al the newly opened Multi Denominational National School in the Corrib
Village. Newcastle ﬁ il
i -
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MEET THE TEAM JUNIO INFANTS TEACHING EM

THE LEADERSHIP TEAM

e Principal - Francis Duggan
e Deputy Principal
- Deirbhile Ni Scolai
e APT - Noelle Hayes
e AP2 - Marina Hughes

L F

Orlaith Susan Krista Emma
Teacher Teacher SET Teacher Teacher

JUNIOR INFANTS SNA TEAM

e Caretaker - David Mc Gahon A
e Secretary - Stephanie Susu

e Secretary - Lorna Sheridan

il b -
Ger - SNA

Noelle Marina
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MEET THE TEAM SEOMRA SHONA TEAM

Deirdre - Teacher Michelle - SNA
Emma- Teacher Mary - SNA Joanne - SNA Siobhain - SNA
Seomra Shona Gorm Seomra Shona Gorm Seomra Shona Gorm

Seomra Shona Glas | Seomra Shona Glas

Seomra Shona Gorm

Betty - SNA Ieske - SNA
Seomra Shona Glas Seomra Shona Glas

Joyce - Teacher Barbara - SNA Nicola - SNA
Seomra Shona Dearg | Seomra Shona Dearg | Seomra Shona Dearg
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STATISTICS

——

GETNS
Students - 387
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| N Families - 273
-""'u____.... ’ , E !!ﬂé' &
i.%///’./;w.//./.// - Staff- 51

Cleaning Staff - Contract
Cleaners e Principal
Mainstream Classrooms - 16 « 28 Teachers
Class for Children with « 16 SNA's
Autism - 3 3 Ancillary

Years Open - 30 e 3 Bus Escorts
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (DOE)

I
EDUCATE TOGETHER SCHOOLS ARE FULLY RECOGNISED BY (ﬁ

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION =
An Roinn Oideachais

Educate Schools are non-fee paying and operate under the same rules applying agus Scileanna
: Department of

« Each School must have a Board of Management
e Each school must work under the same regulations and funding structures as other

National Schools
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Under the Education Act (1998), each

school must have a Board of Management.

This Board must undertake to run the
school according to the ethos determined
bv the Patron, in keeping with the Act and
any regulations set by the Department of

Education and Skills.
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Current Board of Management
Chairperson: Charlotte Sandberg

Secretary: Francis Duggan
Staff Nominee: Deirdre Walsh

Environmental Officer: Jacgueline Murphy

Compliance Officer: Andrew O’Baoill

Liaison Officer: LLaura Alvarez

Maintenance Officer: Gerard Hogan




FINANGES

DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND SKILLS
PROVIDE

CAPATIATION GRANT

Based on school enrolment

OTHER SPECIFIC GRANTS

Assessment Materials, Capitation, Minor

Works, IT, COVID etc

VOLUNTARY FAMILY CONTRIBUTION

e Vital part of School fincnces
e Provides a minimum of 20% of school
income
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Thank you

Fundraising & Donations
Over the years the generosity of
the school community has
contributed greatly to the
purchasing of teaching and
learning resources, stocking the
school library, maintenance of the
playground equipment, updating IT
equipment and development of the

outdoor learning environment



SPECIAL REMINDERS e oA

BEFORE YOUR CHILD JOINS GETNS

ENROLMENT PROCESS JUNIOR INFANTS PARENT - TEACHER

5 [Hewe veu sulsmiee) veurn SCHOOL SCHEDULE MEETINGS
Enrolment form? e Children will have a e These usually occur

e Have you submitted your settling-in period for the in Oct /Nov
child's passport/ birth cert? first 2 weeks of school. The e You will be able to

* 23rd May - Taster day for school day will be from contact your child's  OTHER INFO
Junior Infants. Children 8:50 - 12pm teacher by email
can visit their class, meet e Junior Infants school dayis ¢ vou can call the e Book Rental
their teachers and class from 8:50 - 1:30pm school office at any e VVoluntary
mates | | e Small break is 10mins from time for any queries Contribution

» June - You will be given 10:20 - 10:30 nfo or questions: ® Homework
your child's booklist, class e Large Break is 30mins O91—527q887 | e Healthy Lunch
allocation, & school from 12:10 - 12:40 e Afterschool
calendar. e Children generally go Together

* September - First day of outdoors during break S [SErEriE SE
school. Date TBC times Guardians

e 'Wet-Play' - indoor play on

Association - PGA
wet days
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COMMUNICATION |

e Aladdin Connect - often used for sending out texts and emails to parents
e Class Email - Class email used for sharing information & making requests
e School Email - admin@getns.ie - general queries, info and updates.

e Newsletter - Monthly communication on school life, updates and activities
e Teaching & Learning platforms - Seesaw & Google Classrooms

e Annual School written Reports

« Parent Teacher Meetings

« School Website - School Information & Landing page

e Seesaw / Google Classroom
e Phone - 091-527887
e Google Documents - currently being used as a communication tool for some

of our students

: 4 4 = ] rr
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The curriculum is presented in seven areas,

C u r r I C u u m some of which are further subdivided into

subjects , these are :
The Primary School Curriculum (1999) outlines the

contents of Children's learning - the What and  , . Gaeilge and English

the How of children's learning - from Junior

Infants to sixth Class. The Curriculum aims to: .

: History, Geography and

e develop each child's potential to the full Science

e encourage a love of learning . visual Arts . Music and

e help children develop skills they will use all

their life .
° is the

responsibility of the different school Patron
bodies
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LEARN
TOGETHER

CURRICULUM
t Educate

Q’ Together All primary school have half an hour a day set aside for

the Patron's programme. Learn Together has been newly

revised since September 2022, with implantation beginning
next year.

LEARN TOGETHER
In Educate Together Schools, the Learn Together

ETHICAL Ethical Education Curriculum is taught
EDUCATION

CURRICULUM
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Learn Together Curriculum :
Four Strands (Revised)

Q/ STRAND 1: AN ETHICAL
APPROACH TO THE
ENVIRONMENT

STRAND 2: EQUALITY &

&  IUSIICE

« develop in students an understanding and
awareness of issues relating to human rights,
equality, diversity, social justice and social
inclusiveness

 develop in children the appreciation and respect
for the environment

« to empower them to take an active role in its
stewardship

e issues such as climate change, pollution,
endangered species etc are addressed

« to empower them to make a difference

o rights and responsibilities

o discrimination is addressed

« work on issues such as homelessness, migrant

rights, LGBT rights, racism and ageism

o democracy local,national and international levels

is addressed

STRAND 3: VALUES & ETHICAL J
Q/ PERSPECTIVES

 develop in children an understanding and

STRAND 4: BELIEF SYSTEMS

awareness of right and wrong

« morality and spirituality outside of a religious
context

o values such as respect, kindness , peace and
cooperation

o older classes: development of a conscience and
the analysis of ethical dilemma

 pupils explore meditation and stillness
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« develop in children an understanding and
awareness of the teaching of religious and non-
theistic belief systems.

« World religions: Christianity, Islam, Judaism,

Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikhism as well as

Humanism, Atheism and Agnosticism



Teaching and Learning Platforms
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STUDENT TIMELINE AT GETNS

TIME WELL-SPENT

JUNIOR INFANTS SENIOR INFANTS 1ST - 2ND CLASS

3RD- 4TH CLASS 5TH & 6TH CLASS
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Things we do at GETNS

Student Council / Student Voice Roots of Empathy
Library Seachtain Na Gaeilge
Book Fair - Assemblies

Fun Run
One Month & One World Bazaar
Creative Schools
Erasmus Plus
Changemaker schools
Per Cent for Art - Crandg
GET Outside
Creen School

Schools neurodiversity celebration
Photo Day
School Performances
School Open Day
Parents Association Events
Sports Day
Sports tournaments - Running, Chess
Afterschool activities: Soccar,

Reading recovery Basketball
Park & Stride Parent Coffee Mornings
Safe Routes to school Music Generation - Ukulele
OG-Ogras B e, Barbaro

Afterschool Together
NUIG Science Fair
Yoga & Mindfulness
Healthy Minds
Musical
Christmas Fair

Westside Library Visits
Theatre visits
School Tours

Frasai na Coicise
Class plant boxes
Cooking demo
Digital School
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The Children's Advisory Panel meetings are held
every month. Two children from every class,
selected randomly, come together by division to
voice the opinions of their classmates.

e They can make suggestions.

« They can question management on topics.

» They can put forward a request. , Children have an opportunity to voice their opinions, ideas and

« They can highlight an area of student

interest. vsuug Vm

Matters

thoughts on the running of our school. Reps from each class join
an Advisory Panel to further discuss some ideas and come up
| with an Action Plan. The Class meetings gather the information

from students and the Children's Advisory Panel create action

plans and make decisions for the school on an array of topics.

) Overall it is a great success!
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G.E.T. OUTSIDE @
NEWSLETTER &

Sppeciod Editivn Newsledler, Wey 20020
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AT i All children were surveyed in

Febroary & March 2020 about

wl"-'w KIND OF LEARNING what they wanted outside,
ACTIVITIES CAN BE DONE In this newsletter. we'd like ta

share the results of the survey: the

' OUTSIDE?
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G.E.T. OUTSIDE

GETNS VALUES AND PROMOTES
THE USE OF THE OUTDOOR

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. = A ———
THE CHILDREN HAVE HAD AN === =% Lummemncieecr 4 W

Aladliiation Moy in dhe spoce

ACTIVE VOICE IN THE Sensory Garden

Theme 1: A Senseof Place

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PLAY  Nooo oot

m prer b A

AREAS. N

= phe grardivn

Whan lepking &t the surviy results please
ke aware that cheldrén were allewed ta
chaebd 3 many thing.: a H'llg wantéd in
thisr aniwers,

I GALWAY EDUCATE TOGETHER N.S. - MARCH 2023



OUTDOOR LEARNING  ver\ oo v o o™
ENVIRONMENT '

FOR YOUR CHILD'S DEVELOPMENT

The Polytunnel - Is used by  The Crannég - a learning
the Infant classes for space for SESE, SPHE,

outdoor learning and Aister  Circle Time and games.
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o GREEN WALL

o JUST BREATH
e YOGA

o YOGA THERAPY

“It is not really a matter of deciding
whether to prioritise academic learning
or focus on emotional wellbeing: The
choice is an illusion. Without wellbeing

there is no learning.”
Growth therapy world.org
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Our Diivelrsity

Isi@ur Strength

" There are™ e
‘ 0+ &Y
. nationalities :
\y represented
by the
children in
school,
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WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE PGA

The Parent Association is the structure through which
parents/guardians in school can work together for the best
possible education for their children.

The role of the PA, its function and how it operates are set

out in a Constitution.

Our PA is a member of the National Parents Council
WWW.NPC.IE

All Parents and Guardians are members of the PCA

Each year Class Reps are elected to represent parents on

the PCA Committee

The PGA have an annual AGM where decisions and action

plans are drawn up

The PGA organise and are involved in many activities and

events at GETNS.

The PGA usually meets on the first Tuesday of the month

The PCA assist the school with large events and fundraising

nitatves pGA.GETNS@GMAIL.IE
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Chair: Zach Worrall

Secretary: Annmarie Dolan

l Treasurer: Debbie McCaffrey
v

The PGA can advise the Principal and Board
Of Management on Policy issues and
incidents that may require a review of
school policy.

The PGA can suggest and/or organise Extra-
curricular activities

The PGA is a support for Parents in the
school

The PCA can invite speakers to address the
parents on issues which are topical or
relevant

The PCA is not a forum for complaints
against an individual teacher or parent.



Join the PGA

TUESDAY, 27" Feb, 2024
New Enfrant Open Evening



Who are the PGAZ®¢

You arel

All parents and guardians are memibers of the Parents & Guardian Association!

“The purpose of the Parents and Guardians Association is to provide a structure
through which the parents, guardians and caregivers of children atlending
Galway Educate logether can coniribute fo the educatfion of their children, in
cooperation and partnership with school staff, Board of Management and
Principal.”

= bkvery year families are invited 1o join & get involved in the PGA.
= [he committee has an election at the start of the school year to elect

committee reps & members.
= All parents and guardians are part of the PGA & can get involved at any

hime durnng the year.



PGA Committee & Election

At the start of each year the committee host an AGM & the election process for the year
ahead vsudally takes place at this point. AGM details will be shared via email from the
school as well as on the class whalsapp groups.

The PGA works as a commitiee of class reps with a chair, secretary, and freasurer. We am
to have at least two reps per class. All parents/guardians can still be part of the
commiifee and help out with & support PGA events.

The class rep will be the contact person between the PGA and student families. They will;

l. Attends meefings (once a month)

2. Helps organise events
3 Communicates with class ([pnmanly via WhatsApp)
Not a Rep?

You can still be part of the PGA even it you are not a class rep. Parents can opt to support
the PGA by helping cut with the varnous PGA organised events & such requests for help will
be shared in the vanous Whatlsapp class groups



What do we do¢

B

Foster a sense of community by undertaking a programme of activities
which will promote the involvement of parents/guardians and which will
support students, families and school statt.

Promote and nuriure the school's ethos of being mulii-dencminationail,

child-centered, co-educational and democratically run.

Provide an informal communication & support link befween
parents/guardians & the school primarily via whatsapp.

A link to support parents/guardians to facilitate their involvement in school
ife by sharing information & through organizing a number of GEINS
community events which promote & encourage inclusion.

Raise tunds to support the activities of the PGA and account for all funds

raised and expended



Example of Events 2023-24

New Parents & Guardians Morning - Cafe Set Up
Halloween Disco
Book Fair Support

Winter Fair
Staff Appreciation Lunch
Parents Quiz Night

6th Class School Hoodies

Kids Online Quiz

6th class graduation day (Cafe Set Up)



Get in touch; pga.getns@gmail.com




PLEASE CONTACT JANA OR MARTHA FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION ON AST

PHONE: 0861729629
EMAIL:
G.AFTERSCHOOLTOGETHER@GMAIL.COM

e AST is only available to children attending GETNS
e AST opens for children from 1:30pm to 6pm
e AST operates in the GETNS school building

e AST generally operates during school year plus school
closures such as Easter holidays and closures for staff

meetings
e AST closes for public holidays
e AST opens during school half-days

GALWAY EDUCATE TOGETHER N.S. - MARCH 2023

.""IIL

AFTER SCHOOL TOGETHER
IS RUN INDEPENDENTLY OF
GETNS

AST run many activities for the
children such as:
e cooking
board games
sports
arts & crafts
free play
outdoor play
acting & dancing
movie Fridays.... and much more
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School Readiness

Using the toilet Taking care of Works well and

independently belongings co-operates with
others



School Readlness

Listening to and Being emotionally Can communicate
following instructions ready their needs



School Readiness

e The junior infants curriculum can be more demanding than people think and
In our experience being 5 or nearly 5 years old sets children up for greater
success in junior infants.

e |tis recommended that children avail of the full 2 years of the free ECCE
Programme available to them.

e \We are happy to speak to any parents of children who are born in late
Spring/Summer 2020 to help you decide whether 2024/25 is the right school
year for your child.



The
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Curricu
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Skllls Boo

Junior Infants

NATALIE O'CONNOR
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Literacy

Key focuses:

* Huge emphasis placed on oral language skills
and vocabulary development via literacy games

« Learning initial sounds of words; We follow the
Jolly Phonics curriculum and your child will learn
one new sound per week in the following order:

s,a,tiLp,nck,ehrmdgoulfb,j
Z, W, V,V, X, ch, sh,th

« Sounding out CVC (consonant/vowel/consonant)
words eq. d-o-g

* Practising sight words

« After Spring, we will start guided reading groups
to develop reading fluency and confidence

* Developing writing and spelling skills



Numeracy

e Recognition and understanding of
numbers 1 -5

Shape, pattern, time, calendar work
Lots of manipulation of concrete
materials to develop understanding of
concepts.

e | ots of number games to promote
number fluency

Emphasis on Maths Language

Maths skills and concepts are
practised and developed Iin an informal
way during play
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Gaellge

e Taught through the Bua na cainte Programme

e Emphasis on vocabulary development through
games/ rhymes/ lots of songs

e Informal Irish used throughout the day eg. when
saying thank you, greeting someone or giving
Instructions in Irish during lessons outside of Irish

e 'Gaellgeoir na seachtaine’ (each Friday, a child
who makes a great effort at using their Irish
throughout the week, is given a special Maith Thd!
acknowledgement) e
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Alstear

o Aistearis a play-based programme, used to
implement and teach the curriculum every day.

e During Aistear, the children engage in a variety of
activities like construction/ arts and craft/ role play/
sand and water play while using their learning from
literacy, maths and other areas

e A different theme each month informs Aistear (eg.
The Home Corner in September and The Doctor in
October)

e T[here are many benefits to Aistear, such as:
development of language, reading & writing, social
skills, confidence building and a general boost of
creativity
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P.E.

e Junior Infants 1 have PE on Tuesday
and Wednesday

Junior Infants 2 have PE on Tuesday
and Thursday

Please ensure your child is wearing a
warm rain proof jacket, appropriate
clothing and footwear (runners) eve
day as we are spending more time
learning outside.
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ar does aTyplcal day”
Let's Take A look
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A Typical Day !

+  Moming Activities
+  Moming Meeting ( Literacy focus )
+  Funky Fingers { Developing Fine motor skills )

«  (Faellge
. Yard

« Lunch

+  Maths

+  Aistear

. Yard

+  SESE (Geography Scienced History), Music, PE

. Hometime
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FUNKy Fingers

We spend time every morning developing fine motor skills at a

variety of different stations. These include cutting and sticking,
tracing, handwriting, threading, straws, playdough, painting, pegs.
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Lunch Time

e Children eat one lunch per day
at 10.30pm. Children wash or

sanitise their hands before
they eat.

e Please ensure your child can
open and close their water
bottle, lunch box and any small
containers or food items in their lunch

e [reatday- Fridays (one small treat only
with their lunch)

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



HOT MEALS
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GETNS is delighted to commence its first Hot Meals Programme on April 8th

2024. T

GETNS is |
and also special occasions i

nis Is a free daily

n the process of

not meal service for al

installing a new kitche

etc.

n our school i.e. Gradu

children in the school.
n to cater for this servi
ation Day, Evening Events

ce,

Glanmore is the our hot meals provider. See their website for more details:
https://www.glanmorefoods.ie/



School Standards

* Our Golden Rules in the Infant classes:
Kind Hands, Kind Words and Kind Feet.

Be Kind, Be Kind, Be Kind.

Our school's Code of Behaviour has been recently
reviewed, updated and ratified by the Board of
Management and our five standards of behaviour

are.
1. We respect ourselves, other people and our
school.
2. We are kind, helpful and polite.
- 3. We act in a safe way.
- 4. We work together to solve our difficulties.
5. We care about how others feel.
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GALWAY EDUCATE TOGETHER N.S. -

Absences and Punctuality

MARCH 2023

School drop off is from 08:40 - 08.50am and pick up is
1:30pm

Please note that LESSONS START PROMPTLY AT
SAM. Children who arrive after this time miss out on
the key settling in peried in the mornings eg. greetings
and socialising with their friends. Punctuality beoth at
the start and the end of the school day fosters a sense
of self-reliance and resilience within your child and alse
helps to minimise anxiety.

Lf your child is absent for any reason, you must notify
the school via email or the Aladdin app.

The school is obliged to notify the Educational Welfare
Board if a child misses 20 days or more in one school
year



2\ Child Protection
AR
é{@l) Child Protection

GETNS cannot take responsibility for children dropped to the school gate before the
gates open at 8:40am.

If your child is late to school, you will need to enter the school through the main
reception area to sign your child in, as all other doors are secured after drop off.

If you are collecting your child, before collection time, you will need to do so through
the Front Desk and sign your child out from school.

The principal is the Designated Liaison Person (DLP). GETNS Child-Safeguarding
Statement is available through our website www.getns.ie
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Health and Safety

[f any head Injuries occur in school, parents will be

contacted

o[f your child i1s unwell we recommend that your child
stays at home to prevent the spread of illness

Please check your child's hair regularly for head lice
[f your child does have an outbreak of head lice
please let us know ASAP so that we send out
information to other parents on how to treat it

+|f there are changes to your childs medical needs
please inform your class teacher or the office
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)Z _ Homework

* We hope to start homework after mid-term break. You will receive a
homework document each week via email.

, ' *The homework sheet will outline homework activities for the week and

; any important information from Junior Infants. The Seesaw online

platform will be used to assign some supporting materials from time

: to time. We will make a note of any Seesaw activities in the homework
sheet. Seesaw codes will be sent to parents next few weeks.

| +Children will receive homework packs every Monday. These can be
i kept in their school bag until Thursday morning, when teachers will

= collect and correct work. Please ensure that these packs are looked
: after and that they are returned to school every Thursday merning.

*Check out this link for support materials you can use at home to
develop your child's learning
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