
G A L W A Y  E D U C A T E
T O G E T H E R  N . S

LEARN TOGETHER TO
LIVE TOGETHER

All You Need to Know about GETNS
G A L W A Y  E D U C A T E  T O G E T H E R  N . S .  -  M A R C H  2 0 2 3



G A L W A Y  E D U C A T E  T O G E T H E R  N . S .  -  M A R C H 2 0 2 3

TODAY'S DISCUSSION
KEY TOPICS

GETNS Vision and Mission 
Patronage
Educate Together Ethos 
History of GETNS
Meet the Team
Statistics
Department of Education
Board of Management
Finances
Junior Infants reminders
Communication
Curriculum
Learn Together Curriculum

Learning Platforms

Student Timeline
Things we do at GETNS
Student Voice
GET Outside
Outdoor Learning
GETNS Wellness - Healthy
Minds
One World Bazaar
Diversity Month
Other Events
Parents & Guardians
Association
Afterschool Together

Conclusion



OUR VISION AND MISSION

LEARN TOGETHER 
TO LIVE TOGETHER

TO PROMOTE A PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION IN WHICH NO
CHILD IS CONSIDERED AN OUTSIDER; WHICH PROMOTES THE
FULLEST DEVELOPMENT OF ABILITY IRRESPECTIVE OF
GENDER,CLASS OR STEROTYPE; AND WHICH ENCAPSULATES
THIS ETHOS IN A DEMOCRATIC PARTNERSHIP UNIQUELY
COMBINING THE INVOLVEMENT OF PARENTS WITH THE
PROFESSIONAL ROLE OF THE TEACHERS.
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https://www.educatetogether.ie/schools/parents/

THE 4 PRINCIPALS OF EDUCATE TOGETHER 
Equality - based Education
Co-educational
Child Centered
Democratically managed

PATRONAGE: 
EDUCATE TOGETHER

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN
EQUALITY-BASED EDUCATION

For over 40 years, Educate Together has been
working to establish inspirational schools for
children and young people in Ireland. The
movement has its roots in the Dalkey School
Project, a pioneering national school which was
established in 1978.

https://www.educatetogether.ie/schools/parents/
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https://www.educatetogether.ie/about/overview/

EDUCATE TOGETHER
Educate Together operates a national network of 96
primary schools and 21 second-level schools in Ireland,
catering to over 37,000 students. The growth in the
Educate Together school network continues to be driven
by parental demand and the Educate Together national
office supports the rights of families to access the
education they want for their children.

HISTORY OF  EDUCATE TOGETHER 
Dalkey School Project opened in 1978 as
Ireland's first Multi-denominational
National School
Galway School Project, now GETNS
opened in 1994
2001 GETNS school built
2011 - First Extension
2018 - Second Extension

https://www.educatetogether.ie/parents/schools/
https://www.educatetogether.ie/parents/schools/
https://www.educatetogether.ie/parents/schools/
https://www.educatetogether.ie/parents/schools/


FROM HUMBLE BEGININGS

G A L W A Y  E D U C A T E  T O G E T H E R  N . S .  -  M A R C H 2 0 2 3

FIRST DAY OF GALWAY EDUCATE TOGETHER N.S.  - SEPTEMBER 1994
THEN KNOWN AS THE GALWAY SCHOOL PROJECT 
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THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Principal - Francis Duggan
Deputy Principal

              - Deirbhile Ní Scolaí
AP1 - Noelle Hayes
AP2 - Marina Hughes

JUNIOR INFANTS TEACHING TEAM

OFFICE STAFF
Caretaker - David Mc Gahon
Secretary - Stephanie Susu
Secretary - Lorna Sheridan

MEET THE TEAM

Francis

Dave Stephanie Lorna

Deirbhile

Noelle Marina

Una - SNA

Emma  
Teacher

Orlaith 
Teacher

Susan 
Teacher

Krista
SET Teacher

Ger - SNA

JUNIOR INFANTS SNA TEAM

Siobhain - SNA

Mary- SNA

Joanne - SNA
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MEET THE TEAM     SEOMRA SHONA TEAM

Deirdre - Teacher
Seomra Shona Glas

Michelle - SNA
Seomra Shona Glas Siobhain - SNA

Seomra Shona Gorm



GETNS 
Students - 387

Families - 273

Staff- 51

Principal
28 Teachers
16 SNA's
3 Ancillary 
3 Bus Escorts

Cleaning Staff - Contract
Cleaners
Mainstream Classrooms - 16 
Class for Children with
Autism - 3 
Years Open - 30

STATISTICS
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EDUCATE TOGETHER SCHOOLS ARE FULLY RECOGNISED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  (DOE)

Educate Schools are non-fee paying and operate under the same  rules applying
to all National Schools

Each School must have a Board of Management
Each school must work under the same regulations and funding structures as other
National Schools
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
Current Board of Management

Chairperson: Charlotte Sandberg

Secretary: Francis Duggan

Staff Nominee: Deirdre Walsh 

Environmental Officer: Jacgueline Murphy

Compliance Officer: Andrew O’Baoill

Liaison Officer: Laura Alvarez

Maintenance Officer: Gerard Hogan
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FINANCES
DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND SKILLS
PROVIDE
CAPATIATION GRANT 

Based on school enrolment

OTHER SPECIFIC GRANTS 

Assessment Materials, Capitation, Minor
Works, IT, COVID etc

VOLUNTARY FAMILY CONTRIBUTION

Vital part of School fincnces
Provides a minimum of 20% of school
income

Fundraising & Donations 
Over the years the generosity of
the school community has
contributed greatly to the
purchasing of teaching and
learning resources, stocking the
school library, maintenance of the
playground equipment, updating IT
equipment and development of the
outdoor learning environment

Thank you



JUNIOR INFANTS
SCHOOL SCHEDULE

Children will have a
settling-in period for the
first 2 weeks of school. The
school day will be from
8:50 - 12pm
Junior Infants school day is
from 8:50 - 1:30pm
Small break is 10mins from
10:20 - 10:30
Large Break is 30mins
from 12:10 - 12:40
Children generally go
outdoors during break
times
'Wet-Play' - indoor play on
wet days
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ENROLMENT PROCESS

Have you submitted your
Enrolment form?
Have you submitted your
child's passport/ birth cert?
23rd May - Taster day for
Junior Infants. Children
can visit their class, meet
their teachers and class
mates
June - You will be given
your child's booklist, class
allocation, & school
calendar.
September - First day of
school. Date TBC

PARENT - TEACHER
MEETINGS

These usually occur
in Oct /Nov
You will be able to
contact your child's
teacher by email
You can call the
school office at any
time for any queries,
info or questions:
091-527887 

SPECIAL REMINDERS
 BEFORE YOUR CHILD JOINS GETNS

OTHER INFO

Book Rental
Voluntary
Contribution
Homework
Healthy Lunch
Afterschool
Together
Parents and
Guardians
Association - PGA

23RD MAY - TASTER DAY
FOR JUNIOR INFANTS.



COMMUNICATION 
Aladdin Connect - often used for sending out texts and emails to parents
Class Email - Class email used for sharing information & making requests
School Email - admin@getns.ie - general queries, info and updates.
Newsletter - Monthly communication on school life, updates and activities
Teaching & Learning platforms - Seesaw & Google Classrooms
Annual School written Reports
Parent Teacher Meetings
School Website - School Information & Landing page
Seesaw / Google Classroom 
Phone - 091-527887
Google Documents -  currently being used as a communication tool for some
of our students
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The Primary School Curriculum (1999) outlines the
contents of Children's learning  - the What and

the How of children's learning  - from Junior
Infants to sixth Class. The Curriculum aims to:  

develop each child's potential to the full 
encourage a love of learning
help children develop skills they will use all
their life

            

Curriculum The curriculum is presented in seven areas,
some of which are further subdivided into

subjects , these are : 

Language: Gaeilge and English
Mathematics
Social, Environmental and Scientific
Education (SESE): History, Geography and
Science
Arts Education: visual Arts , Music and
Drama
Physical Education 
Social, Personal and Health Education
(SPHE)
Religious or Ethical Education is the
responsibility of the different school Patron
bodies
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All primary school have half an hour a day set aside for
the Patron's programme. Learn Together has been newly
revised since September 2022, with implantation beginning
next year. 

In Educate Together Schools, the Learn Together
Ethical Education Curriculum is taught

LEARN
TOGETHER
CURRICULUM



Learn Together Curriculum :
 Four Strands (Revised) 

STRAND 3: VALUES & ETHICAL
PERSPECTIVES 

develop in children an understanding and
awareness of right and wrong
morality and spirituality outside of a religious
context
values such as respect, kindness , peace and
cooperation
older classes: development of a conscience and
the analysis of ethical dilemma
pupils explore meditation and stillness

STRAND 4: BELIEF SYSTEMS
develop in children an understanding and
awareness of the teaching of religious and non-
theistic belief systems.
World religions: Christianity, Islam, Judaism,
Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikhism as well as
Humanism, Atheism and Agnosticism

STRAND 2: EQUALITY &
JUSTICE

develop in students an understanding and
awareness of issues relating to human rights,
equality, diversity, social justice and social
inclusiveness
to empower them to make a difference
rights and responsibilities
discrimination is addressed
work on issues such as homelessness, migrant
rights, LGBT rights, racism and ageism
democracy local,national and international levels
is addressed

STRAND 1: AN ETHICAL
APPROACH TO THE
ENVIRONMENT

develop in children the appreciation and respect
for the environment 
to empower them to take an active role in its
stewardship
issues such as climate change, pollution,
endangered species etc are addressed
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Teaching and Learning Platforms

3RD TO 6TH  GOOGLE
CLASSROOMS

JUNIOR INFANTS-2ND SEESAW
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STUDENT TIMELINE AT GETNS
TIME WELL-SPENT

JUNIOR INFANTS SENIOR INFANTS

3RD- 4TH CLASS

1ST - 2ND CLASS

5TH & 6TH CLASS
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Things we do at GETNS
Student Council / Student Voice

Library
Book Fair
Fun Run

One Month & One World Bazaar
Creative Schools

Erasmus Plus
Changemaker schools

Per Cent for Art - Cranóg
GET Outside
Green School

Reading recovery
Park & Stride

Safe Routes to school
ÓG-Ógras

Afterschool Together
NUIG Science Fair

Yoga & Mindfulness
Healthy Minds

Musical
Christmas Fair

Roots of Empathy
Seachtain Na Gaeilge

Assemblies
Schools neurodiversity celebration

Photo Day
School Performances

School Open Day
Parents Association Events

Sports Day
Sports tournaments - Running, Chess

Afterschool activities: Soccar,
Basketball

Parent Coffee Mornings
Music Generation - Ukulele

Barbaro
Westside Library Visits

Theatre visits
School Tours

Frásaí na Coicíse
Class plant boxes

Cooking demo
Digital School



STUDENT VOICE
The Children's Advisory Panel meetings are held
every month. Two children from every class,
selected randomly, come together by division to
voice the opinions of their classmates. 

They can make suggestions.
They can question management on topics.
They can put forward a request.
They can highlight an area of student
interest.

Children have an opportunity to voice their opinions, ideas and
thoughts on the running of our school. Reps from each class join
an Advisory Panel to further discuss some ideas and come up
with an Action Plan. The Class meetings gather the information
from students and the Children's Advisory Panel create action
plans and make decisions for the school on an array of topics.
Overall it is a great success!
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GETNS VALUES AND PROMOTES
THE USE OF THE OUTDOOR
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. 
THE CHILDREN HAVE HAD AN
ACTIVE VOICE IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE PLAY
AREAS. 

G.E.T. OUTSIDE

USE OF OUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENT



OUTDOOR LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT
FOR YOUR CHILD'S DEVELOPMENT

Yard areas have been updated with new
equipment , games and tunnels 

The Crannóg - a learning
space for SESE, SPHE,
Circle Time and games.

The Polytunnel - Is used by
the Infant classes for

outdoor learning and Aister
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OUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENT



BUILDING OF THE CRANNÓG 
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“It is not really a matter of deciding
whether to prioritise academic learning
or focus on emotional wellbeing: The
choice is an illusion. Without wellbeing
there is no learning.”
Growth therapy world.org 

GETNS WELLNESS - HEALTHY MINDS
GREEN WALL
JUST BREATH
YOGA
YOGA THERAPY



GETNS ONE WORLD MONTH

One world Bazaar

Class Events

GETNS has 60+ NationalitiesG A L W A Y  E D U C A T E  T O G E T H E R  N . S .  -  M A R C H  2 0 2 3
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GETNS ONE WORLD MONTH
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SOME OF THE MANY GETNS EVENTS

Gardening Basketball Baking

Óg-ográs Chess tournamentLibrary Visit 

National Parks visit Music
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PARENTS AND GUARDIANS ASSOCIATION - PGA
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE PGA
The Parent Association is the structure through which
parents/guardians in school can work together for the best
possible education for their children.  

The role of the PA, its function and how it operates are set
out in a Constitution.  
Our PA is a member of the National Parents Council 

All Parents and Guardians are members of the PGA
Each year Class Reps are elected to represent parents on
the PGA Committee
The PGA have an annual AGM where decisions and action
plans are drawn up
The PGA organise and are involved in many activities and
events at GETNS. 
The PGA usually meets on the first Tuesday of the month
The PGA assist the school with large events and fundraising
initiatives. 

WWW.NPC.IE
The PGA can advise the Principal and Board
Of Management on Policy issues and
incidents that may require a review of
school policy.
The PGA can suggest and/or organise Extra-
curricular activities
The PGA is a support for Parents in the
school
The PGA can invite speakers to address the
parents on issues which are topical or
relevant
The PGA is not a forum for complaints
against an individual teacher or parent.

PGA.GETNS@GMAIL.IE
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AFTERSCHOOL TOGETHER
PLEASE CONTACT JANA OR MARTHA FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION ON AST

PHONE: 0861729629
EMAIL:

G.AFTERSCHOOLTOGETHER@GMAIL.COM 

Main Points:
AST is only available to children attending GETNS
AST opens for children from 1:30pm to 6pm
AST operates in the GETNS school building
AST generally operates during school year plus school
closures such as Easter holidays and closures for staff
meetings
AST closes for public holidays
AST opens during school half-days

AFTER SCHOOL TOGETHER
IS RUN INDEPENDENTLY OF

GETNS

AST run many activities for the
children such as:

cooking
board games
sports
arts & crafts
free play
outdoor play
acting & dancing
movie Fridays.... and much more



THANK YOU FOR ENROLLING YOUR CHILD AT GETNS 
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2024-2025
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HOT MEALS

GETNS is delighted to commence its first Hot Meals Programme on April 8th
2024. This is a free daily hot meal service for all children in the school. 

GETNS is in the process of installing a new kitchen to cater for this service,
and also special occasions in our school i.e. Graduation Day, Evening Events

etc. 
Glanmore is the our hot meals provider. See their website for more details: 
https://www.glanmorefoods.ie/
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Child Protection
GETNS cannot take responsibility for children dropped to the school gate before the

gates open at 8:40am. 

If your child is late to school, you will need to enter the school through the main
reception area to sign your child in, as all other doors are secured after drop off.

If you are collecting your child, before collection time, you will need to do so through
the Front Desk and sign your child out from school. 

The principal is the Designated Liaison Person (DLP). GETNS Child-Safeguarding
Statement is available through our website www.getns.ie 

Child Protection
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