


Dangan Woods - Our 2nd School Yard!
Class Trips in October

Carol Barrett: (Forest
Schools Leader)
helped us see Dangan
as another outdoor
learning environment
for us and how we can
use this space to take
learning outdoors.




Dangan Woods: Just 20
minutes walk from GETNS

The Woods is a 20 minute walk from our
school. We hired buses for the infant classes
and the classes for autism. The older classes
enjoyed the walk to Dangan and it brought
home to them how very close and convenient
it is for an enjoyable excursion.



What we learned about....

We learned all about the Trees at
Dangan Woods - both native &
non-native.

We learned about why the
non-native trees ended up Iin
Ireland. During English rule, trees
were brought over by the Lords
and Ladies for their estates.




What we learned about....

We learned that the
Weeping Willow was bred
by humans to look the way
it does.




What we learned about....

We studied the shapes &
colours of the leaves and the
types of nuts and berries that
grow on them & how to
recognise them.




What we learned about....

We learned about deciduous
trees that have cones.




What we learned about....

We learned

about the

medicinal

properties of the
Dock Leave &

Plantain Leaf




What we learned about....

We learned about how to
know what leaves & berries
can be eaten and what nuts
need to be bolled




Carol set up a little station in the
woods for learning about the ancient
Irish alphabet (Ogham). The
children did an art activity with ‘ink’
made from berries and water, and
bird feathers as quills/pens.



Outdoor Classroom

Carol’s unique knowledge
and experience of setting up
and running an ‘outdoor
classroom/lesson was keenly
observed by teachers and by
the GET Outside committee!
We noted her ideas......




& . Outdoor Classroom

A ground mat was used for
working on - easily cleaned and
durable. Great for Irish weather
when the ground is usually
damp!




Outdoor Classroom

Cut up yoga mats were
used for kneeling on.

We have bought some
foam mats for each child.

Carol used place-mats as her
‘table to lean on. We are going
to buy clipboards for each child.



Outdoor Classroom

She used

tarpaulin as a
make-shift shelter

for the
classroom. We
are investing in
one of these so
we can set up, no
matter what the
weather!




Outdoor Classroom

Boundaries

Carol used colourful ribbon
to clearly mark the
boundaries, and attached
them onto the branches of
trees. This was an easy
method for teachers to
use, children to follow, to
keep everyone safe,
especially close to water.




Outdoor Classroom: CPD Training
for Teachers

May 17th 2023

An hour of our staff meeting was assigned to developing teachers’ skills
in how to bring our learning outdoors - using our school grounds or
using Dangan woods. Teachers were shown how to use methods
demonstrated at the Dangan class trips with Carol.

- Expectations for the children

- Lesson structure

- Content suggestions

- Boundaries

- Packs have been provided with a ground mat, shelter, foam mats for
sitting, clipboards for writing/drawing, ribbon for boundary



G.E.T.N.S is Bringing Biodiversity Back: One Sustainable Step at a Time

/ o Our exploratory, hands-on learning

approach is flourishing and blossoming all
around our campus this Spring. Students
continue to develop and expand on ways
to make our campus a safe sanctuary for
all - including native birds, bees, and all
the minibeasts that thrive in areas kept
wild.

Examples of rewilding the campus can be
s spotted all around campus. We have

R A Biodiversity Signs posted in areas that are
N{«,? designated no mow zones. As well as,
L7 e habitat catering to specific species.

Re-wilding the campus
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Biodiversity: The Native Woodland

The native woodland is maturing
every year with a host of native tree
species: hazel, holly, rowan,oak, ash
and alder to name a few. These
woodlands are located in two areas:
one encompassing our beautiful
mature apple trees and the other on
the hilltop creating a rambling walk
through the woods for the students
ending in a beautiful sensory garden.




Biodiversity: The Sensory Garden

The sensory garden serves as an
outdoor learning area for all class
levels. The garden consists of a
rolling pebbles walkway leading
towards a willow dome. The garden
has a plethora of herbs and flower
plants that add excitement for all the
senses. Students enjoy playing,
gardening, discovering, learning, and
)y being part of nature in this area.




Biodiversity: The Sensory Garden

Fortunately, this »
garden was P
developed with the
foresight and '
knowledge of the
potential for school
gardens to
deteriorate over
time. The plants and
herbs chosen are
mainly perennial;
therefore, the
garden will continue
to grow and thrive
year after year.




Biodiversity: The Sensory Garden

Scavenger hunt for r3 ;\\ |
different plants, e *
ftwigs, stones G""“—*\s
something
Create a skit for the Qi
, garden
Walking
Meditation  Play in the space
Sensory Garden
Theme 1: A Sense of Place
\ Meditate in Observe the

‘the gardon garden with all of

N Broafhing your senses &

- ’ 4 use foro

Ny EXETEISes
- J

journaling/art

_ ) \ activity: what do
Read a story you see, smell..?
in the garden

Students participate in a range of
learning activities from mindfulness
and meditations to digging and
building to biology and botany.
Gardens support many threads in
a variety of standards across class
level and specialized learning
goals.



Biodiversity: The Sensory Garden

Fortunately, this garden was
developed with the foresight and
knowledge of the potential for school
gardens to deteriorate over time.




Biodiversity: The Sensory Garden

The plants and
herbs chosen are
mainly perennial;
therefore, the
garden will
continue to grow
and thrive year
after year.
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Enjoying our Beautiful Cherry Blossoms

We are so lucky to have Cherry Blossom Trees growing in our school grounds.
They were particularly beautiful this year. Our Senior Infants enjoyed collecting the
leaves blown by the wind and making magic potions.




INFANT CLASSES: WINTER OUTDOOR MATHS LESSONS

Using natural materials to shape numbers




INFANT CLASSES: WINTER OUTDOOR MATHS LESSONS

The Crannog
IS used as an
outdoor
classroom




INFANT CLASSES: WINTER OUTDOOR MATHS LESSONS




2nd Class: USING NATURAL MATERIALS FOR ART

Using Natural materials to enhance our characters for our 3D creature sculptures



Irish Language: Birds of Ireland

Every year we celebrate ‘Seachtain na Gaeilge’ in our school. This is a time when we draw the focus of the
children towards the beauty of our Irish culture, our language, music, song, storytelling, our wildlife, our
landscape. In an effort to tie this in with our Outdoor learning we came up with the idea of using Ein na hEireann
(Birds of Ireland) as a theme for our learning.

The children learned to identify the most common lIrish birds. They not only learned their names in English but
also in Irish. This was a wonderful opportunity for the children to explore the richness of our beautiful Irish
language.

We developed a scavenger hunt throughout the grounds where children had to find photos of the birds and
match them to their names in Irish.




Irish Language: Birds of Ireland

The children were invited to take part in a Art
competition. They were asked to paint/draw their
favourite Irish bird. Below are our successful entrants!




An
bhfuilimid A/
vllamh?

Bheireas ort!
Ni dheinis!

Tdnn tusa air anois.

Cé atq air?

Tann tusa air.

Tog do
sheans!

Ni bhfuaireas )”Ni raibh
aon seans fos/  saqns

agamsa.

Fan socair...
Gheobhaidh gach éinne seans.
Beir { Ardfhear!
air! Ardbhean!
Ana-ghearrchaile!

Beir virthi!__Y Ana-gharsun!

; . Na buail éinne.
Na buail é/i.

Irish Language

It is very important that our
children understand that
Irish is a living language and
not only spoken within our
Irish lessons in the
classroom.

Our aim this term is to
source and purchase
outdoor signage for our yard
that will help the children
with their communication
during play. Useful
conversation phrases and
vocabulary will be displayed
in the yard for this purpose.

s 1
-

~




Irish Language: Birds of Ireland

Curriculum Subject
Development: Gaeilge

Informal Lan

Gaeilge Neamhfhoirmiul -
An Clos

|ldea - to paint frasai as
Gaeilge onto yard
walls/source plaques




POLYTUNNEL GARDENING

2nd Class planted in November, the first
year we have used the polytunnel properly
as a space for growing.

Suitable vegetables were chosen so that
we would be able to harvest and eat them
during term time.



L N

POLYTUNNEL GARDENING
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POLYTUNNEL GARDENING

The polytunnel is the most up and
coming sustainability project we
are working on right now.
Teaching students how plants
grow and where one’s food comes
from is an invaluable lesson.
Students learn about food miles,
the impact of food transportations
and how to grow food more
sustainably. Additionally, students
build confidence and connection
. with plants they have grown.




POLYTUNNEL GARDENING







POLYTUNNEL GARDENING

PLANNING NEXT YEAR:
We- will convert the space
fully into a garden, so that
all classes get to
experience this.

More planters will be added
to the polytunnel space so
that each class has their
own planter.



OUTDOOR GARDENING

Each class has their
own gardening bed
9 outside their classroom &8 *\'
B to take ownership and \
»~’ grow what they want.
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Planting potatoes, chives, lettuce,
spinach, strawberries

National Government Sponsored
Programme to educate children on the
season of growing fruit & vegetables.
We will harvest and cook with these
before the holidays.



Creating new spaces on our
school grounds for learning &
relaxing
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Pallet Furniture re-located, creating a new chill-out space
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Quote from child in 5th Class: | love the seats in among the
trees. It's so calming.



6th Class circle time & On-campus Cycle Safety

Our cycle safety course runs every winter for 4 weeks on-site. The children bring in their
own bikes, and learn essential road safety skills so they can cycle safely alongside cars.
Some learn how to cycle for the first time!



g We have started to
The Students Voice . c ciass Meetings
this year where the
children have an
opportunity to voice
their opinions, ideas
and thoughts on the
running of our school

Reps from each class
RN |ater joined an
o =2 :
= Advisory Panel to
=== further discuss some
A N : .
— R ideas and come up

= 8 \vith an Action Plan.
=

24
—~




The children prioritised the following for GET Outside:

e More building materials in the construction zone| «

e |Improve the v T

e A smaller basketball hoop| &




May’s Student Voice Meeting discussion Point

The White Wall in the Senior Yard 1s looking
pretty sad!




Encouraging different types of play in our “green” school-
yard More exploratlve more fantasy, broader range of play:

Kids love the tyres and stumps in the green area that we
added in ‘22 for climbing, jumping, balancing, games.



We built a climbing
plans to extend it to make it more challenging. We also
hope to paint a mural behind it. The tunnel is great for
crawling & traversing over



Junior Yard

iy |

l';'-‘.

We have bought more construction toys and bouncers
for the Junior Yard. The twister game in very popular
and is run with help from 6th class.



The construction toys develop cognitive, physical and
sensory skills. The blackboard erected on the Junior
wall is used often for drawing and developing early
writing skills.



Both the
Communication
Board on the
yard wall & the
Twister Board
are useful tools —
for children to &/ ’

find waysto B é‘;"
interact and play g
with each other




Our Construction Zone is
very popular with the
children. We have added
two new types of ‘loose
parts’ since the zone
started last year -barrels &
flat boxes. Great for
creativity & gross motor

skills.

With all the things there, you can build, break
and build all over again. Devin, 3rd Class




Participation Moments pay off in the Long Run

e All the children in the school were asked
for their ideas on how we can further
develop the

e The Children’s Advisory Panel studied and
organised the responses.

e They discovered that most children
wanted to set up a games area in the

Yellow Zone.

e The staff have bought some outdoor
games and a big storage box for them,
ready for September




G.E.T. Back to Biodiversit
Where: Sensory Garden at

A Garden Club you will grow to love. School

Cost: 5€ per session
for materials

What: An afterschool club dedicated to bringing biodiversity into our school. Projects ranged from building bat boxes
and bug hotels to planting seeds and playing with greens. Project ideas are always welcome!

When: After school 2:30-3:30 on Wednesdays. New Garden Club coming soon!!

Who: Open to all class levels. 20 spots will be available.



LEARNING ABOUT OUR NATIVE ANIMALS




LEARNING ABOUT OUR NATIVE ANIMALS




MARINE WEEK







